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NR18 & NR27 on 1PA8 Indian Pacific under the wires at East Guildford December 28th.       Photo Jim Bisdee 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Expanded Avonlink service was introduced from December 1st that sees four return trips per day except 

Wednesday, between Midland and Northam and a Saturday service introduced. The Merredin service has 

been reduced to once weekly on Wednesday. L3108 hauled L3118 to storage at Avon Yard on December 

3rd that saw L3108 withdrawn on arrival at Avon. Fortescue Mining received further nine ex Union Pacific 

SD90MAC-H purchased from USA arriving on BBC Amethyst at Port Hedland on 14th being hauled by road 

to FMG workshop for commissioning. These locomotives will be used as remote units. Work continues on 

Lloyd Street Midland grade separation project with access to flashbutt depot and old Midland yard being 

restored on 18th. Upgrading of second B series EMUs to series three specifications continues with set 94 

being the last under upgrade on 23rd. At Christmas this year the Indian Pacific again had two locomotives 

as was the case in early 2000s, only one locomotive was in use with the other insurance in case of failure. 

Transperth again operated Santa Claus special trains, with Santa on board selected services on most lines in 

the week before Christmas. New EMU set #104 arrived from builders on 21st.   
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New BHPBIO SD70ACe locomotives 4451, 4452 & 4453 running back to Nelson Point after testing 20/12. 

SD70ACe 4453, 4452 & 4451 entering Nelson Point after tests on 20/12.       Both photos Toad Montgomery  
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NR25 & NR56 on 6SP5 intermodal in cutting at Swan View December 7th.             Photo Simon Barber 

Q4011 & ACA6005 on 6426 freight to Forrestfield in West Kalgoorlie yard 5/12.             Photo Peter Donaghy 


